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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: General Nora tad' • Letter of November 16 

General Morstad's letter of November 16 to you encloses 
proposed lnstructione to NATO planners which ere only in part 
consistent with U.S. policy on military aotlona In a Berlin 
conflict. In the main, these proposed instructions tend to 
reflect the view that events at the Cine will sake it highly 
Improbable that the Allien will have the opportunity to 
execute the preferred sequence of actions designated in the f 
annex to your letter of October 20, It would, therefore, ^ 
not seem desirable to permit the propoeed instructions to be C 
used in their present form. [ 

The attached propoeed letter from you to General Nora tad 
would again succinctly set forth the dominant themes in the 
U.S. preferred course of military action and ask General Nora tad ] 
to plan to eccommodate this course of action. The General may ' 
continue to have reservations on U.S. policy. However, the 
proposed reply would nevertheless reeuire his in any event to r 
take the minimum necessary planning stepa to make the U.S. N 
preferred course of mlliCary action feasible from e military ^ 
point of view, Soviet reactions permitting. 

■' r MB«mRutlc • N 



Secretary of State - 

SIGNED 

-• ROBERT S. McNAMARA * 



Secretary of Defense 
Attachments • 
Proposed letter to General Merstad. 






Dmt Gaaarml fforrUd; 

I h*» cwfulijr .tudUd your ntur of mnmttmw 16, - **,* 

of Octo*r 20 vlth if oaoW, th«, a« .^ .!«*««* 
*"P.cf la *ich It dl W8M . ia th. follow^ pawg^, r 
tt*xtfo« «,«* .op^t „„ ^ pwlou- guldaw conMralag tht 
«tw end purjooo «f tho .* ra i pte of t* a.8. px»ferr*d 
aowanec of action*. 
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In augr case, the planning guidance you Issue should serve both 
to stimulate the bulld-'*p of required forces and lead to the develop- 
sent of agreed Allied plans for the use of these forces In accordance 
vith the sequence of ailltary action set out In my letter of October 20. 



